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KAREN LAWDER, LCSW

Licensed to Practice
Social Work in the
State of New Jersey

PROVISIONAL ORDER
OF DISCIPLINE.

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Social

Work Examiners ("Board") on information received which the Board

has reviewed and on which the following preliminary findings are

made:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Karen Lawder ("respondent") had been a licensee of the

Board at all times relevant hereto.

2. On October 2, 1998, an Interim Consent Order was entered

whereby it was ordered and agreed that respondent would not provide

clinical social work services until such time as the Board

concluded its investigation and either a Consent Order or Board

Order had been filed. The basis for the Interim Consent Order was

information received by the Board disclosing that respondent had
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0 committed insurance fraud in her capacity as a patient, and that

her professional knowledge and circumstances facilitated her

commission of this fraud.

3. On or about June 8, 1999, a Judgment of Conviction, a

copy which is annexed hereto and made a part hereof, was entered by

the New Jersey Superior Court, Monmouth County, Law Division-

Criminal. The Judgment of Conviction reveals that respondent

entered a plea of guilty to the final charges of Health Care Claims

Fraud in the 2nd degree in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:21-4.3 and

Forgery in the 4th degree in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:21-la(2).

4. Respondent was sentenced to the Custody of the

Commissioner of Department of Corrections for three years for the

Health Care Claims Fraud and for eighteen months for the Forgery,

which is to be concurrent with the three years for Health Care

Claims Fraud. Further, respondent shall forfeit public employment

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:51-2(a) (1).

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21 (b) and(f), respondent's conduct

as set forth herein constitutes grounds for the Board's refusal to

issue a license or the Board's suspension or revocation of

respondent's license to practice social work in the State of New

Jersey in that respondent has been convicted of a crime which both

involves moral turpitude and relates adversely to the profession,

and that said conviction conclusively establishes that respondent

engaged in fraudulent activity.



IT IS, THEREFORE, ON THIS ,24 -DAY OF OCTOBER 1999

ORDERED THAT:

1. The license of respondent Karen Lawder to practice social

work in the State of New Jersey has not been renewed by respondent,

and respondent's right to renewal is hereby extinguished effective

upon the date the within order becomes final pursuant to paragraph

#3. Whereupon, respondent shall immediately surrender her expired

license to the Board by sending it to Leslie Aronson, Executive

Director, State Board of Social Work Examiners, 124 Halsey Street,

6th Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07101.

2. Respondent shall immediately cease and desist from

engaging in social work in the State of New Jersey.

3. The within Order shall become effective and final at 5:00

P.M. on the 30th business day following entry hereof unless

respondent requests a modification or dismissal of the above stated

Findings of Fact or Conclusions of Law by:

a) submitting a written request for modification or

dismissal to Leslie Aronson, Executive Director, State Board of

Social Work Examiners, 124 Halsey Street, Sixth Floor, Newark, New

Jersey 07101;

b) setting forth in writing any and all reasons why said

findings and conclusions should be modified or dismissed;

c) submitting any and all documents or other written

evidence supporting respondent's request for consideration and

reasons therefor.

4. Any submissions will be reviewed by the Board, and the

Board will thereafter determine whether further proceedings are



0 necessary. If no material discrepancies are raised through a

supplemental submission during the thirty-day period, or if the

Board is not persuaded that submitted materials merit further

consideration, a Final Order of Suspension will be entered.

5. In the event that respondent's submissions-establish a

need for further proceedings, including, but not limited to, an

evidentiary hearing, respondent shall be notified with regard

thereto. In the event that an evidentiary hearing is ordered, the

preliminary Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law contained herein

shall serve as notice of the factual and legal allegations in such

proceedings.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS

By:
Mariagne% Latimer, MSW, LCSW
President
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Law Division - Criminal
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. Monmouth County

Oeferdant: KAREN tAWOER "
CARPENTER (X) Judgment of Conviction

(Specifycompile name)
O Change of Judgment

Gate of BkttE6f20M SBI Number: 394887C
O Order for Commitm ten

Date of Anrest Date indlctrnent/Aocusation Fled: t 2f23198 () Indictment /Accusation Dismissed

Date of Odginat Plea: 12/23/96 ortginai Ptea: () Judgment of Acquittal
(} Not Guilty (X) Guilty

Ad)udicztion by: (X) Guilty P{ ea Date: 12t23198 () Nock-Jury Trial Date:
() Jury Trial Date: () Dismissed / Acquitted Date:

ORKNALCHARGES

IND / ACC NO. COUNT DESCRIPTION DEGREE STATUTE
9s-12-2358A 1 Health Care Claims Fraud 2nd 2C21-43

2 Forgery 4th 2021-14(2)

FINAL CHARGES

COUNT DESCRIPTION DEGREE STATUTE
I Heath Care Claims Fraud Amended to 3rd 3rd 2C21.4.3
2 Forgery - 4th 2C21-ia(2)

It Is ftwm,(ore. on 614199 ORDERED and ADJUDGED t hat the defendant is sentenced as follows:

Count 1: Three (3) years to the Custody o(the Commissioner of Depart of Corrections.
Court( 2 Eighteen (18) months to the Custody of the Commissioner of Department of Cor ectons concurrent to Count 1.
Defendant shad forfeit WA*.- empio,Tnertt pursuant to N.J .SA 2C 51- 2(a)(1).
() You are hereby sentenced to community supenvislon forfe.
() The court finds t hat your conduct was characterized by a pattern of repet itiw and compisive behavior.

() It Is further ORDERED that the sheriff deliver the defendant to the appropriate correctional &A-,<x
() Defendant Is to receive credit for time spent in custody (_R. 321-8). TOTAL NUheER OF DAYS DATE (FrarmfTo)

() Defendant Is to receim gap time credit for time spen t In custody TOTAL NLOASER OF DAYSDATE TmmiT0)
(N..1.S.A. 2C:44S)(2)).

Tats Custodial Trim 3 years InstitutionCCOC TotalProbation Tents

Itamkiedrabw O at a" Cowb
Stab* Bursas d ldeMkiafim
COPIES TO, CHIEFPROBATION On}1CBt STATE POLICE HOC CRIMINAL PRACTICE OMSION

CP01oe fasts"
DD'T OF CORRECTIONS OR OOIR(TY PENAL 1NSmTMhON

0



S8( M : 394687C JNOIACC M; 96-12-2356A

Total FINE: $ U any c( the plfencea ooatosd on a g July 9, 1987. and is for at violation o(l aiptsr 35 or 36 of
Todo 2c.

Total RESTITUTION : $ 1) A mandatory Ortg Enfone men( and Demand Reduction (D.E.O.R) penalty is imposed for ea c h count . (Write in
X times(or each)

U the offense occurred on or after December 23. 1991. an __1st Degree (9 $3000 4th Degree $750
asse smeni o($50 Is Imposed on each count Oct which the 2nd Degree Q $2000 04O lyr Percass or Potty Orsortderty
defendant was cowided unless the !►rnc below indicates a

ersonsSod Degree tl! $1000 Persons at t500
higher assessmen t pursuant to N.JS A 2C:43-3.1.
(Aussamen ( is $30 U offense is on or af ter Januay 9.1986 Total O.E D R Penalty $
but before December 23, 1991. unless a higher penalty is
noted Assessmood is $25 if offense is before January 9.
1996.)

(X) Assessment imposed on () Court further ORDERS that cotlec ion of the D .ED.R. penalty be s uspended upon de fendant's entry in to a
residential drug program for the term of the program.

count (s): 1
2) A foram. fubomto y (w o($W PK oK- k ORDERED.

Offences a $50 Total lab tees: $

is $ 50.00 each.
' 3) tVaiile of Oivgs khrohved: � •. .. ,

Total vccB Assessment . $ 50.00
-0 A mandatory drnrees poense wspertsioct of months is ORDERED.

() khstallment payments due at the rated $
The suspension shad begin today - and and ` • ' i

per Dn en's Ucense Number:

beginning (date): (IF THE COURT IS UNABLE TO COLLECT THE LICENSE. PLEASE ALSO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING.)

Defendant 's address:

Eye color: Sec Date Of birth:

() The defendant Is the holder of an out- -state drh en's license from the fodow4ng jurlsdictlon:

Orivars Ucense lumber:

() Defendan t's non-resident &M v ng pd loges are hereby revoked for Mond-

lithe offense ooarred on or after Febneary 1. 190 but was befor e March 13,1995, and the sentence is to probation or to a State Correctional fact ity , a transadan fee 0(up to

$1.00 is ordered for each occadon when a paymtemt a irhetaltmemt paymhent is made. L 1992 , g its. U the of fense occ urred on or af ter Mang 13 , 1995 and the sentence is to
probabn. or the sentence otherwise requires payments d financial obdgationato the probation division. a transaction fee o( up to$2.00 Is ordered for each occasion when a
payment Is made . e L, 1995.0) 9 .

U the offense occur red on or af ter August 2 , 1993, a $75 We Neighbofwod Services Fund asses smen t is ordered for each convic tion. E,1. 1993, g 220) $ 75.00

If the offense occurred on or alter January 5 , 1994 and the sentence Is to probation, a foe o (up to$25 per month for the probetiorwry term Is ordered. P( 199:3, 2,275)

Manx( per month: $

If the acme oocured on or after January 9, 199T . a $30 Law Ev koroement Officers Training and Equipment Fund pena lt y is ordered. 30.00

Name (Court clerk or Person preparing this form): Telephone number: Name (Attomey for Defender ( at Sentondng):

BONNIE i E-NNEDY-SINAORE, CRIM. DN. MGR. M-431-7480 Sden J. Newry, ESQ.

STATEMENT OF REASONS - include all appdcabte aggravating and mitlgatng (a tors..

The aggravating factor is the need for deterring the defendant and others from violating the law.

The mitigating factors are the defendant compensated the victim of her conduct for damage thatyt sustained ; the defendant
has no history or prior delinquency or criminal activity; the defendants conduct was the result of circumstances unlikely to
recur. the character and attitudes of the defendant indicate that she us unlikely to commit another crime or of fense ; and the
defendant would be particularly likely to respond affirmatively to probationary treatment if available.

The court is dearly convinced that the mitigating factors substantially outweigh the aggravating factors and that the interests of
justice require a sentence to a term appropriate to an offense one degree lower . that is a 3rd degree of fense.

JUDGE (Name ): PATRICK
DEL 6UEN0 CLFARY , J S.C.
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